




Illinois Valley Watershed Council 
Regular Bi-Monthly Council Meeting 
Illinois Valley WC Office/ZOOM 

Meeting Minutes 

Meeting Called to Order March 25, 2021 by Bill Reid, Chailman at 6:00 pm 
ATTENDEES ZOOM ATTENDEES ABSENTEES 

William Reid James Gurley Gene Merrill 

Don Young Marcy Sowa Katrina Poydack 

Robeli Webb Joy McEwen 

Robert Schmidt Kevin O'Brien (staff) 

Janice Denney Tracey Brandt (SWCD Staff) 

Rhett Nels en Patricia Downing (applicant) 

Carol Crawford Mike Crawford (BLM) 

Arlyse DeLoyola (Staff) 

SCRIBE 

Notes were taken by Arlyse DeLoyola 

• Minutes: The minutes from the January meeting were presented to the Council for review.
o Carol Crawford made a motion fo approve the minutes for January.
o Bob Schmidt seconded that motion.
o The motion carried witho'ut dissent.

• Financials: The Financial Reports from July 1, 2020-February 28, 2021 were presented to the
Council for review.

OLD BUSINESS 

• New office

o Bob Schmidt made a motion to accept the financial reports.
o Carol Crawford seconded that motion.
o The motion carried without dissent without dissent.

Arlyse updated the board on the progress in the new building. The common areas and conference room still
need to be finished but they are comfortably working in the new space. No change from last meeting.
• OWEB Fire Response Grant Offering

Kevin updated the board on the progress in the application for the Slater Fire grant. He said that there is
now a deadline for submission. He plans to have a draft to the partners for review next week.

• Website Update
The new website is up and running. 'It is ve1y easy to work on and Arlyse encouraged eve1yone to check
it out.































May 12, 2021 

One who loves the Illinois Valley of Josephine County and has called it home for 
many years writes this letter. I realize the problem is everywhere but I am 
specifically addressing the Thompson Creel< area in Selma. 

At 1530 Thompson Creek Road there are green houses and associated buildings 
filling nearly the entire property that I doubt are permitted. They are drawing 
water from Thompson Creek 24/7. At 950 Thompson Creek Road it is property 
line to property line greenhouses probably unpermitted also. Nearly every tree 
has been cut down including those along the creek bank. Vegetation along the 
creek has been removed seriously affecting the wildlife and fish in Thompson 
Creek. The greenhouse lights illuminate the night sky from midnight to dawn 
daily. At 1330 Thompson Cree.I< Road a huge hole has been dug in the creel< for 
their irrigation pump re-directing the creek and the water flow. In years past we 
have looked forward to the annual salmon run up Thompson Creek. Last year 
there were no salmon as there was no water. There were only a few small pools 
here and there. Our family wells are struggling to provide the necessary 
household water and small annual vegetable gardens. At 801 Thompson Creel< 
Road there is a new huge grow with greenhouses going in and the developer has 
only owned the property for a few weeks; hardly long enough to be permitted and 
legal. Additionally, at 294 Thompson Creel< Road there are many greenhouses 
behind an ugly tall fence that is probably illegal/unpermitted. 

As I see the criminal population increasing daily many of which appear to be 
foreigners, I am concerned for my family and neighbors. Vicious criminal activity 
is increasing making it dangerous for residents to enjoy life In the Illinois Valley 
going to the river, ccimpgrounds and beautiful bacl<country, as has been the 
tradition for generations. 

Although I realize the magnitude of this problem is huge, it is my desire and that 
of my neighbors and friends that law enforcement will investigate and enforce the 
laws. Allowing it to continue only sends a message to others that they are 
welcome to come and do the same. It has to stop! Thank you for all that you do 
to protect our community and attempt to l<eep us safe. 

Sincerely, 

A Concerned Selma Resident 
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